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Heartbreak in Kingston: Reggae Boyz Miss the Mark 

When It Mattered Most 

 By Tasheka Lou Grant.,  

 

 

A fan lowers his head in disappointment as the Reggae Boyz miss another chance during their 

World Cup qualifier against Curaçao at the National Stadium, Kingston, Jamaica, on Tuesday, 

November 18, 2025. Photo: Tasheka Lou 

The Reggae Boyz faced a tough night on Tuesday, November 18, 2025, as thousands of fans 

packed the Nation Stadium hoping to witness a win that would push Jamaica closer to 

another World Cup appearance. Instead, they left frustrated, disappointed, and 

questioning what went wrong in a goal-less draw against Curaçao. 
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The Jamaica Football Federation (JFF) had called for unity and support, urging Jamaican to “bring 

all vibes, pack the stands and wear yellow” and fill the stadium with national pride. And the people 

responded. About 35,000 fans packed the stadium, with some locked out due to the overwhelming 

turnout. The crowd sang, waved flags, and chanted in unison as the national anthem echoed across 

the field, signaling the start of a night that was supposed to mark a new era for Jamaican football. 

Many believed this would be a defining moment for the national team, a chance to revive memories 

of famous 1998 World Cup appearance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Players from both Jamaica and Curaçao line up for the national anthems before kickoff at 

the National Stadium, Kingston, on Tuesday, November 18, 2025. Photo: Tasheka Lou 
 

However, the energy in the stands did not translate onto the field. From the start, early control of 

the match, the Reggae Boyz failed to convert clear scoring opportunities, striking the post multiple 

times and missing a controversial penalty decision. Every missed shot drew groans from the crowd, 

and by halftime, frustration was building. Curaçao defense remained discipline, denying Jamaica 

the breakthrough they desperately needed. 

 

“We came here to see efforts, not confusion. The team didn’t look ready for the game.”, said Andre 

Campbell, a university student who attended the match. “The energy in the stands was unmatched, 

but the execution on the field was flat. Jamaica had chances, but the team lacked urgency when it 

mattered most.” 

 

The disappointment was visible across the stadium. Some fans remained seated long after the final 

whistle, while others bowed their heads in disbelief. “We came with hope and left heartbroken,” 
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said Trisha Allen, a supporter from St. Catherine. “It wasn’t just a game for us… it felt like a 

promise broken.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Coach Steven McClaren addresses reporters after the Reggae Boyz’s 0-0 draw with 

Curaçao. Moments later, announced his resignation. Photo: Tasheka Lou 

 

The aftermath extended beyond the field. Moments after the match, head coach Steven McClaren 

announced his resignation, stating that was time for new leadership to guide the team forward. “I 

took full responsibility for tonight’s outcome,” McClaren told reporters during the post-match 

conference. “The Players gave their effort, but we fell short. The fans deserve better”. 

 

The Reggae Boyz now face a possible playoff route to keep their World Cup dreams alive. Though 

not mathematically eliminated, the pressure on the team has intensified. The JFF has promised an 

internal review to address tactical decisions, player selection, and preparation ahead of the next 

qualifier.  

 

For many Jamaican’s, the result was more than missed opportunity… it was a national letdown. 

The last time Jamaica reached the World Cup was in 1998, when the team made history under 

coach Rene Simoes. Since then, every qualifying campaign has carried the weight of that legacy, 

and the 2025 squad’s failure to capitalize on home advantages struck a painful chord across the 

island.  

Outside the stadium, the mood mirrored the disappointment inside. Vendors, who earlier danced 

to the beat of drums and reggae music, packed up quietly.  “Mi sell flag, mi sell horn, but mi spirit 
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low same way,” said street vendor Sonia Reid. “We bring the energy, but dem never bring the 

winnings.” The buzz that filled the streets hours before kickoffs gave way to subdued quiet. 

 

Despite the heartbreak, there were glimmers of hope. Young fans lingered outside the gates, 

chanting, “We will rise again!”- a sign that national pride remains alive. For some, the 

disappointment served as motivation. “It hurt, but maybe this will wake up the federation and the 

players,” said Campbell. “We can’t just depend on talent; we need teamwork.”  

 

For the thousands who showed up Tuesday night, the memory of that game will linger - a mix of 

noise, colour, and an uneasy silence that settled over Kingston as the lights dimmed at the National 

Stadium, Jamaica’s 35,000 voices, once filled with chants and pride faded into heavy silence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curaçao players celebrate on the field at the National Stadium after the match, as some 

supporters begin to leave the stands. Photo: Tasheka Lou 

 

The dream lives on, but for now the echoes of that night remain a reminder of how close, and yet 

so far, the Reggae Boyz are from reclaiming their place on the world stage. The Reggae Boyz will 

have to regroup quickly, as their next qualifier could determine whether Jamaica stays in 

contention for the 2026 World Cup. 

 

 

 


